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from the Grand Duke Constantine. Like all
great artists, Chopin is seen to be compounded of
contradictions when he is judged by normal
human standards. Ordinary inconsistencies be-
come reconciled on that remote plane where the
artist's mind habitually dwells. This instance is
but one of many complexities in Chopin's char-
acter. Just as his style was determined by the
contending forces of folk-song and keyboard
technique, of Italian opera and Bach, so did his
nature consist of opposed characteristics - warm
affection and irritability, pride and modesty,
observance of conventions and a broad, some-
times coarse, humour, a deep love for his friends
and exacting demands from them.

Men of action may be inclined to doubt the
value of Chopin's effiisive diary as evidence of
his patriotism. In one sense, however, he was
destined to strike a blow for Poland. For,
through the medium of his music, his country has
made a lasting impression upon the world. At
the time when Warsaw was oppressed by Russia's
power, there had escaped into Europe a messenger
who soon was to proclaim his country's spirit
with greater eloquence than ever physical force
commanded. Before his departure from Vienna,
Chopin had received a letter from WitwicH, the
author. " You ought to be the creator of Polish
opera, you know," wrote this earnest family
friend. " I am deeply convinced that you might
be and that you could become a national com-
poser and discover an extremely rich vein of